


k THE QtJEEN v, DUIGAN AND OTHERS. 



/ > '' > ^ 
f ■ , , < WKyJ 

1 «#f/ I 

\o\ '^rij 

■ »- ’■■^V RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 

— >'** f dated 18 April 1864 -—for, 



ABSTRACT 



COPIES “ of the Informations and of the Indictment in the case of The Queen 
against Michael Duigan, Patrick Duigan, and Patrick Egan, tried at the 
Summer Assizes 1862, at Mullingar, in the County Westmeath, and of the 
Sentences passed upon each of them.” 

“And, of the Resolutions of the Grand Jury of the County Westmeath, passed 
at the last Assizes, remonstrating with the Lord Lieutenant upon the liberation 
of the said prisoners, and of His Excellency’s reply thereto.” 



County op Westmeath. 



The Queen a. Patrick Duigan and others.— Copy Indictment, &c. 

The jurors for our Lady the Queen upon their oath present, that Patrick Egan, 
Michael Duigan, and Patrick Duigan, with certain other persons to the jurors 
aforesaid unknown, on the 15th day of June, in the year of our Lord 1862, to 
wit, at the hour of four o’clock in the morning of the same day, being armed with 
fire-arms and other offensive weapons, to wit, with guns, staves, whips and sticks, 
did unlawfully appear so armed as aforesaid at Ballinlug, in the county of West- 
meath aforesaid, to the terror of Her Majesty’s subjects, against the form of the 
statute in such case made and provided. And the jurors aforesaid, upon their 
oath aforesaid, do further present, that the said Patrick Egan, Michael Duigan, 
and Patrick Duigan, with certain other persons to the jurors aforesaid unknown, 
afterwards, on the 1 5th day of June aforesaid, in the year of our Lord aforesaid, 
being armed as in the first count of this indictment mentioned, did rise and 
assemble, being so armed as aforesaid, and did then maliciously break into the 
dwelling-house of John Donnellan, situate at Ballinlug aforesaid, in the said 
county of Westmeath, against the form of the statute in such case made and 
provided. And the jurors aforesaid, upon their oaths aforesaid, do further 
present, &c. 

True Bill. 

For self and fellows, 

(signed) W. Pollard Urquhart. 



Sentences. 

Before Chief Justice Monahan, 17th July 1862. 
Each sentenced to be imprisoned for two years. 



A true copy, which I certify. 



Westmeath, 22 April 1864. 



(signed) William Morneij, 

Clerk, Crown Court. 
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THE QUEEN ». DUIGAN AND OTHERS. 



gj r Moydrum Castle, Athlone, 16 March 1864. 

I have the honour to enclose a resolution adopted by the grand jury of this 
county (Westmeath) relative to the liberation of three men from Mullingar prison 
some months before the term of their sentences had expired, which has been 
forwarded to me to lay before his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 

Not being acquainted with the circumstances, I abstain from giving any opinion 
on the subject, and have the honour to remain, 

Yours, &c. 

The Under Secretary, &c. &c., (signed) Castlemaine, 

Dublin Castle. Vice- Lieutenant, Westmeath. 



Resolution of the Grand Jury of the County Westmeath, assembled at Spring 
Assizes 1864. 

Resolved, that the grand jury feel it their duty respectfully to bring under the 
notice of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant the following case, as one seriously 
affecting their position as resident gentlemen and magistrates, endeavouring to 
establish the peace of their respective neighbourhoods. Three men, Michael 
Duigan, Patrick Duigan, and Patrick Egan, charged with an offence of the 
character of Whiteboyism, were convicted at the summer assizes 1862, and sen- 
tenced to two years’ imprisonment by Chief Justice Monaghan, being the maximum 
punishment allowed by Act of Parliament under which they were tried, and 
regarded as a very moderate one for the offence. 

It is represented to the grand jury that the three aforesaid offenders were 
liberated in February last, many months before their sentence expired. 

That the grand jury cannot but feel very strongly upon this subject, being held 
responsible by the going-judge of assizes for the peace of their county ; and 
having been recently arraigned by a presiding judge as negligent of their duties, 
they feel that they have been to a certain extent vindicated from that charge this 
day in the. address of the Lord Chief Justice, who dwelt very much upon the 
difficulty of procuring evidence consequent upon the almost invincible intimi- 
dation abroad, and which they consider must be fearfully strengthened by such 
clemency as was shown to the offenders in question, one of whom had to be bound 
over to keep the peace, immediately upon his liberation, in consequence of a riot 
resulting in celebration of his triumph. They therefore feel called upon to 
address his Excellency upon this subject, and to protest against the system of 
pardoning offenders against the peace of the county, under any circumstances, 
without previous consultations with the local magistrates specially convened for 
that purpose. 

For self and fellows, 

(signed) R. J. Hancock, Foreman. 



My Lord, Dublin Castle, 18 March 1864. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Lordship’s letter of the 16th instant, enclosing a resolution of the grand jury. of 
the county of Westmeath at the late Spring Assizes, complaining of the exercise 
of his prerogative in the discharge of Michael Duigan, Patrick Duigan, and 
Patrick Egan from imprisonment in the gaol of that county ; and I am to acquaint 
your Lordship, for the information of the grand jury, that his Excellency conceives 
that he had sufficient grounds for the course he pursued. 

I have, &c. 

The Right Honourable (signed) Thos. A. Larcom. 

Lord Castlemaine. 



Dublin Castle, 1 
26th April 1864. J 
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